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The many cases 
over the last few 
years of fatal police 
s h o o t i n g s  h a v e 
raised questions — 
questions of police 
training, possible 
p r o f i l i n g  a n d 
whether the person 
shot was armed. In 
some cases, police 
have shot and killed 
unarmed people. In 
other cases, police 
have shot and killed 
a  c iv i l ian w it h a 
device that closely 
resembles a fi rearm. 
L a s t  w e e k  i n 
Columbus, Ohio, 
police responded to 
a report of an armed 
r o b b e r y .  T h e y 
arrived at the scene 
a nd encou ntered 
three people, two of 
whom attempted to 
fl ee. Police reported 
t h a t  o ne  o f  t he 
attempted runners, 
13-year-old Ty re 
K ing,  pu l led out 
what they believed 
to be a handgun. 
An offi cer then shot 
King.
Locator map of 
Columbus, Ohio, 
where 13-year-old 
Ty r e  K i n g  w a s 
shot and killed by a 
police offi cer. Police 
thought the boy’s 
BB gun to be a real 
fi rearm.
An investigation 
a n d  s t a t e m e n t 
confirmed that the 
teen was actual ly 
in possession of a 
BB gun “with an 
attached laser site,” 
but  t h i s  was  not 
until after King was 
pronounced dead.
“Any loss of life is 
tragic, but the loss 
of a young person 
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
diffi cult,” Columbus 
Mayor A ndrew J. 
Ginther told The 
Washington Post. 
“As a mayor and a 
father, the loss of a 
13-year-old in the 
city of Columbus is 
troubling.”
W hat  ca n a l so 
also be troubling is 
the fact that many 
imitation firearms, 
including the one 
c a r r i e d  b y  t h e 
late K ing, closely 
resemble real ones. 
Columbus Pol ice 
Chief K im Jacobs 
showed the media 
a  photog r aph  of 
the BB model that 
K i ng  repor ted ly 
pu l le d  f r om  h i s 
waistband, and said 
t h a t  C o l u m b u s 
officers carry guns 
that look “practically 
identical” to the BB 
gun.
The Colu mbus 
case drew certain 
parallels with the 
2014 case of the late 
12-year-old Tamir 
Rice.
Cleveland police 
were responding to 
a report of a black 
male sit t ing on a 
swing with a “pistol” 
and pointing it at 
people. The person 
who dialed 911 did 
tell police that the 
weapon Rice held 
was “probably fake,” 
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
A pawn shop manager in Dayton, Ohio, shows two guns that look alike. On 
the left is a Crossman BB gun, and on the right is a real AR-15 rifl e.
T. Michael Boddie
@THEHUMANBODDIE
Imitation firearms 
raise safety concerns
Hailey Covell
@TDG_ARTS
SEEGREEKPAGE6
South Carolina’s 20-15 victory over 
ECU on Saturday answered one of the 
team’s biggest questions, as Brandon 
McIlwain sol idif ied his spot as the 
s t a r t ing quar terback .  Beyond t he 
freshman’s breakout, we learned a lot 
about Will Muschamp’s squad during the 
home opener.
Here are the five biggest takeaways 
from Saturday’s win.
Adam Orfi nger
@AORFINGER
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Chris Lammons, center, ended ECU drives twice in Saturday’s 20-15 win, coming up with a forced fumble and an interception in the end zone.
Columbia goes Greek for the weekend
Pressing questions answered in win over ECU
SEEGUNSPAGE2
Photos by Leland McElveen / The Daily Gamecock
The Columbia Greek Festival 
celebrated its 30th year of Greek 
food, art and culture while raising 
money for church and charity this 
weekend. Over the years, the four-
day festival held at Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral has 
donated over $400,000 to charity. 
From live music and traditional 
dances to church tours and cultural 
exhibits, Greek culture was thriving 
throughout the festival.
With a variety of food tents set 
up, the Greek Festival offered its 
attendees a taste of cultural cuisine.
Columbia resident Keegan Hill 
tried a Greek favorite, the gyro.
“I had a gyro — that’s kind of my 
go-to. It was very good. It was very 
fresh and tasty,” Hill said.
The Greek Festival gyros are 
made of a lamb and beef mixture on 
a warm pita with tomatoes, onions 
and tzatziki sauce.
Some of the food offered included 
G reek- s t y le  c h ic ken  b rea s t ; 
Keftedes, Greek style meatballs in 
an egg and lemon sauce; Pastichio, 
a Greek lasagna; and roasted lamb 
kabobs. Other tents were set up 
serving Greek pizza, sausages and 
other specialties.
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Redshirt junior David Williams’ 
journey at South Carolina has been 
anything but smooth. Since being 
targeted as a highly touted four-star 
running back out of the Philadelphia 
prep ranks, his career has been 
plagued by a cycle of highs and lows.
Unfortunately for Williams, those 
valleys have been more conspicuous 
than the peaks. Perhaps the most 
glaring incident came when he was 
expelled from the very fi rst preseason 
practice of coach Will Muschamp’s 
regime and subsequently buried by 
redshirt freshman A.J. Turner on the 
depth chart.
After getting off to an uninspiring 
start against Vanderbilt, rushing 
for just 7 yards on f ive attempts, 
Williams was essentially cut out 
of the offensive game plan against 
Mississippi State.
Williams’ performance in South 
Carolina’s 20-15 victory over East 
Carolina was another story. Williams 
compiled 67 yards on seven carries 
and also reeled in an acrobatic catch 
to net 83 total yards.
On just what exact ly changed 
bet ween M issis s ippi  State and 
ECU, Muschamp stated, “Dave and 
I had a good talk this week about 
the things he needed to continue to 
improve on. It’s just consistency in his 
performance every day.”
Muschamp was quick to praise the 
work that his tail back has put in since 
his uneven start: “You give David 
credit — it takes a mature young man 
to respond, and he responded the 
right way.”
Williams’ stellar performance 
against ECU both on the ground 
and as a v iable passing opt ion 
was certainly impressive, but it is 
important not to forget that he has 
fl ashed signs of promise in the past. 
He tallied 110 rushing yards in a win 
over Furman during his freshman 
campaign. Later that season, he 
racked up 70 yards on four receptions 
against Clemson.
The dynamic of South Carolina’s 
offense really changes if Williams 
can dependably shoulder the load of 
being a feature running back, not 
to mention the threat he provides 
as a passing option. That will only 
be possible if Williams can give 
Muschamp t he consistenc y he 
requires week in and week out.
On gett ing an opportunity to 
bounce back this week, Williams 
said, “I felt like I had a chip on my 
shoulder. I wasn’t living up to the 
coaches’ expectations. That’s why I 
didn’t get into the game last week. I 
just used it as motivation.”
Williams’ boost in production 
against ECU signifi cantly impacted 
the outcome of the game, but more 
than anything, South Carolina needs 
this to be the f irst step in a new 
direction. If it is simply a continuation 
of an old trend, then the degree to 
which the coaching staff can depend 
on him remains uncertain.
Bobby Balboni 
@ROB_BALBONI1
Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
David Williams never really emerged as South Carolina’s feature back after showing promise as a freshman, but his performance against ECU was a positive showing. 
David Williams looks 
to turn new corner 
Anna Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Jamarcus King’s strong performance against ECU helped mask other issues in the secondary.
Backfi eld battle
David Williams had 
lost his foothold on the 
starting running back 
spot as he fell out of 
favor with the coaching 
s t a f f  t h r o u g h o u t 
t he summer, but he 
gained some traction 
yesterday, leading the 
team with 67 rushing 
yards. Wil l iams saw 
seven carries, one more 
than his counterpart 
A .J.  Turner,  but  he 
averaged over 10 yards 
per touch, punctuated 
by a game-sealing 25-
yard burst. Turner got 
a l ion’s share of the 
touches t hroughout 
the f irst two weeks, 
but  goi ng  for wa rd , 
W i l l i a m s  cou ld  b e 
in for an increase in 
playing time after such 
a strong performance.
Coverage breakdown
ECU’s Philip Nelson 
threw for 400 yards 
a g a i n s t  t h e  S o u t h 
Carolina secondary, but 
it wasn’t long gains that 
inf lated that number. 
Nelson completed 44 
passes, none of which 
went for more than 28 
yards. The Gamecock 
corners consistent ly 
gave a cushion to the 
oppos i ng w ideout s , 
and the Pirates made 
them pay, connecting 
on hitch routes t ime 
and time again. Chris 
Lammons put together 
a stronger performance 
t h a n  t h e  o n e  l a s t 
week that prompted 
Muschamp to publicly 
call him out, but along 
with Rashad Fenton, 
he wasn’t able to make 
an impact against the 
Pirates’ quick passing 
game.
B e n d i n g ,  n o t 
breaking
T h e  G a m e c o c k 
defense found itself in 
the shadows of its own 
goal posts on several 
occasions against ECU, 
but the Pirates weren’t 
able to capital ize on 
four of its six red-zone 
p o s se s s ion s .  S out h 
Carolina stood tough 
w h e n  i t  c o u n t e d , 
c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  a 
pair of interceptions, 
a fumble recovery and 
a blocked field goal to 
end the threats. The 
game drew paral lels 
to  t he  2015  sea son 
opener,  when t hree 
intercept ions helped 
t h e  G a m e c o c k s 
come up with a win 
despite giving up 440 
yards. Saturday, the 
Gamecocks allowed 519 
yards, 34 f irst downs 
and only had the ball 
for just over 21 minutes 
but surrendered just 
15 points. Muschamp 
needs to shore up the 
defense, but his players 
made the most out of a 
bad situation.
Pass rush resurgence
Since the departure 
of Jadeveon Clowney, 
Sout h Carol ina had 
managed just 35 sacks 
in the 27 games leading 
up to Saturday’s home 
opener. After recording 
just one in the fi rst two 
games of the season, 
t he G amecock s  got 
to Nelson four times, 
including a strip sack 
b y  L a m mo n s .  T he 
pass  r ush had been 
nonex istent  aga inst 
V a n d e r b i l t  a n d 
Mississippi State, but 
it was a major part of 
South Carolina’s 11-
win seasons between 
2011 and 2013. This 
s o l id  p e r f o r m a n c e 
could spell a change 
i n  m o m e n t u m  f o r 
the Gamecocks’ pass 
rush, and therefore the 
defense itself.
Tight end trio excels
Hayden Hurst, K.C. 
C r o s b y  a n d  J a c o b 
August accounted for 
eight of  McI lwa in’s 
16 completions, after 
mak ing up 12 of 20 
for the team last week. 
Hu r s t  i s  c l e a r l y  a 
major part of the game 
pla n ,  a nd  Crosby ’s 
a t h l e t i c i s m  m a k e s 
him a threat on tight 
end screens. August’s 
st rengths come as a 
blocker, but he has sure 
hands as  wel l ,  w it h 
the exception of a rare 
drop on Saturday. With 
no experienced wide 
receivers and a t rue 
freshman quarterback, 
three reliable tight ends 
can create an important 
s a f e t y  n e t  f o r  t h e 
offense.
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TUESDAY
September 
27
12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Columbia Metropolitan            
Convention Center
Shuttle service is provided with 
stops at Capstone, Thomas 
Cooper Library (Sumter Street 
stop), and Swearingen (north of 
building on Main Street).  Look for 
“Job Fair Shuttle” signs.
Li
ve
 it
. Career Center
University of South Carolina 
Career Fest & 
the S.E.T. Fair
Held concurrently, Career Fest is for non-technical 
positions and the S.E.T. Fair is for science, 
engineering, & technology positions.  Employers 
will be hiring for internships and full-time jobs that 
are available.  
Li
ve
 it
.
Visit each job fair website on our homepage. 
Stay tuned for the Employer Listing in the next issue of 
the Daily Gamecock!
Get ready for the job fair during Job Fair Prep Week!
September 20-26
www.sc.edu/career                       
facebook.com/UofSCCareers          
twitter.com/UofSCCareers
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About The Daily Gamecock but Cleveland Police Chief Calvin 
Williams claimed the weapon was 
“indistinguishable from a real 
fi rearm.”
In 2013, police in Santa Rosa, 
Ca l i for n ia ,  shot  a nd k i l led 
13-year-old Andy Lopez under 
the impression that the boy was 
wielding an AK-47 rif le. The 
weapon turned out to be an airsoft 
gun, TIME reports. 
The Associated Press compiled 
a report on Sunday highlighting 
an “uptick” in the use of fake 
guns to commit actual crimes. 
An example of this would be an 
Arlington, Texas, case wherein 
a man used an air gun to carjack 
a woman. Arlington police said 
that almost 20 percent of seized 
f irearms between March and 
August were later found to be 
imitation fi rearms.
Also, according to AP research, 
police across the United States 
have killed at least 25 people in 
cases involving fake guns since a 
1994 incident that resulted in the 
death of a 13-year-old boy. That is 
approximately one death per year.
USC criminal justice professor 
Geoffrey Alpert weighed in for 
AP on how criminals are likely not 
above using imitation fi rearms to 
carry out real crimes.
“If I can’t go get a real gun, it’s 
easier for me to waltz into Wal-
Mart or whatever store sells these 
things and go get a replica,” Alpert 
said. “Because if I go to a store 
to hold it up, the guy behind the 
counter isn’t going to know it’s not 
real.”
Here  i n  Sout h  Ca rol i na , 
Woodruff police seized a BB gun 
from a 13-year-old boy in August, 
WSPA reported. According to 
Police Chief Alan Bledsoe, BB 
or airsoft gun manufacturers are 
not putting an orange tip on the 
barrels. However, AP reports that 
manufacturers are required by 
law to place orange plugs on the 
tips of barrels. They added that 
these plugs can easily be removed. 
The once-distinguishable CO2 
canisters are also diffi cult to see, 
Bledsoe says.
“How in the world is a police 
of f icer supposed to tel l  the 
dif ference in a split second,” 
Bledsoe said, “that he’s getting 
ready to get shot with the real 
thing, or that somebody’s pointing 
a — what people call a toy gun?”
Article 1 of Title 16, Chapter 
23 in South Carolina’s Code of 
Laws def ines a “handgun” as 
“any firearm designed to expel 
a projectile and designed to be 
fired from the hand, but shall 
not include any fi rearm generally 
recognized or classif ied as an 
antique, curiosity, or collector’s 
item, or any that does not fi re fi xed 
cartridges.”
Background checks are not 
required to purchase airsoft guns 
because they are not real fi rearms. 
In at least 12 states and the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico, 
there are laws against the sale or 
use of imitation guns, according to 
the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. 
“At least when that firearm is 
new, when it is purchased, there 
is a trail of that serial number,” 
Bledsoe told WSPA, “and it goes 
into the system that somebody has 
purchased that fi rearm. That never 
happens with [imitation guns].”
A lso in August ,  A nderson 
County SWAT searched for a man 
seen walking with a long gun. The 
man was found to be a teen with an 
airsoft rifl e.
First-year biochemistry student 
Jack Lynch recalled a situation 
years ago when his friend and the 
friend’s brother had police called 
on them while playing with airsoft 
guns in their backyard.
“They were just running around 
... they had basically their paintball 
masks on,” Lynch said. “I come 
home and my mom’s like, ‘Nick 
and Norman got the cops called 
on them today for playing airsoft 
in the backyard.’” 
Lynch said the boys were around 
8 and 10 years old at the time. He 
also recalled the police telling 
the boys to simply confine their 
playing to their own yard, and 
“maybe don’t look so intimidating” 
in reference to their gear.
Unlike what ensued in King’s 
case, the police did not open fi re 
on those boys. In considering 
situations involving youths with 
imitat ion f irearms that may 
resemble real ones, a question of 
procedure can be raised.
Civilians likely do not know 
exactly what protocol would be for 
an offi cer who encounters a person 
with what appears to be gun, but 
different cases have shown that 
different procedures have been 
carried out. King was not reported 
to have pointed his BB gun at 
off icers, but the off icers were 
responding to what was reported 
as an armed robbery.
“You train the offi cers to treat 
every situation where it’s not 
abundantly 100 percent obvious 
like it’s a real gun,” Bledsoe said. 
These heat-of-the-moment 
decisions made by police offi cers 
under pressure have resulted in the 
deaths of children. These compiled 
reports show that while a BB or 
airsoft gun can hurt a person by 
its very nature, having one in the 
wrong place at the wrong time can 
lead to deadly consequences.
“I guess if [of f icers] really 
thought it was an actual gun they 
would, like, prop up the door and 
hide behind it, and say, ‘Drop the 
weapon,’” Lynch said. “I don’t 
know why they would shoot fi rst 
[and] ask questions later.” 
Lynch remembered airsof t 
guns that were brightly colored, 
but now they tend to be blacked 
out, causing them to more closely 
resemble actual fi rearms. He said 
that he never owned one himself. 
“People just assume the worst ... 
They see the news and they’re like, 
‘Oh my gosh, someone’s walking 
around with a big gun,’” Lynch 
said. “There’s no clear-cut way to 
tell the difference.” 
In an effort to protect people 
from the threat of gun violence, 
police will take a child with a 
fake gun that looks real seriously. 
These accounts are what bring toy 
gun safety and police training into 
question. 
“Something that they see as 
a game or something that they 
see as funny can wind up getting 
somebody hurt or killed,” Bledsoe 
said. Fellow offi cers “ask the same 
questions that they public does — 
‘Well, why couldn’t I tell that that 
was not’ — because you can’t ... 
You can’t take that chance.” 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor 
must  not  exceed 
300 words. Students 
must include their 
full name, major and 
year. Faculty and staff 
must include their 
full name, position 
and  depar tment . 
Community members 
must include their full 
name and applicable 
job tit le. Verif iable 
statements of fact 
m u s t  i n c l u d e  a t 
least one source; if 
we cannot verify a 
statement of fact, 
your letter will not be 
published until the 
writer implements 
necessary changes 
or provides reputable 
sources for any facts 
in question. Letters 
are edited for clarity, 
style and grammar.
Email submissions 
to
opinion@
dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily 
Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 
29225
A week or so ago, I was 
r id ing my bike near t he 
Statehouse and stopped to 
look at the prominent statue 
of  Benjam in Ti l lman,  a 
South Carolina governor 
and senator who was active 
in politics from 1890 until 
his death in 1918. Tillman’s 
legacy stoked controversy 
last year as social activists 
c a mp a ig ne d  t o  r e move 
h is  name f rom Clemson 
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  h i s t o r i c 
Ti l lman Hal l.  Recal l ing 
that Tillman was a white 
supremacist who boasted 
about his involvement with 
a lynch mob, I was somewhat 
surprised to see engraved 
on his statue’s placard the 
words: “He was the friend 
and leader of the common 
people. He taught them their 
polit ical power and made 
possible for the education 
of their sons and daughters.” 
My guess is that those who 
put up the statue believed, 
as Ti l lman did, that the 
“common people” did not 
include African Americans. 
This placard has a glaringly 
racist blind spot, which needs 
to be corrected. In fact, my 
first inclination was to call 
for the statue to be removed 
altogether.
A s I  t hought about it , 
though, I wondered why I 
would call for the removal 
of one racist figure’s statue 
from the Statehouse grounds 
but leave others. Take Strom 
Thurmond, the U.S. senator 
from South Carolina who 
ser ved for  48 years  and 
championed segregationist 
interest s.  Thurmond led 
resistance to the dismantling 
of the Southern segregation 
system but later adapted to 
the new civil rights status 
quo. Should we vilify him 
for his previous racism and 
ignore his later change of 
heart or deny his long and 
faithful service of our state?
The recent trend of trying 
to disassociate ourselves 
f rom the uncomfor table 
rea l it ies  of  t he past  has 
included efforts to change 
t he name of Pr inceton’s 
Woodrow Wilson School 
of Public and International 
Affairs, a petition to remove 
a statue of Thomas Jefferson 
f rom t he  Un iver s it y  of 
Missouri and a row over 
one of Yale’s colleges being 
named after South Carolina’s 
g r e a t e s t  19 t h - c e n t u r y 
champion of racist ideology, 
Sen. John C. Calhoun. But 
whi le I sympathize with 
these movements, I think 
they are in danger of falling 
into oversimplification and 
heavy-handedness, painting 
people as one-dimensional 
bigots without taking into 
accou nt  t he  complex it y 
of  human nat ure or  t he 
in f luence of  c u lt u re  on 
thought and deed. I propose 
a more thoughtful and less 
reactionary approach to deal 
with the f laws of historical 
fi gures.
T h o u g h  I  b e l i e v e  i n 
absolute morality, I would 
say the best way to judge 
cont rover s ia l  h i s tor ic a l 
figures is to examine their 
actions and beliefs in light of 
their cultures. For instance, 
m a ny  o f  t he  Fou nd i n g 
Fathers owned slaves, and 
most if not all did not view 
black people as equal to 
whites, but did this make 
them the monsters modern 
people wou ld be i f  t hey 
did the same? I think not. 
While it was just as morally 
wrong to own slaves then 
as now, Southerners in the 
170 0 s  cer t a i n ly  d id  not 
perceive owning slaves to be 
as morally wrong as we do 
now. People such as George 
Washington were probably 
just aligning themselves with 
their culture’s values rather 
than display ing the level 
of malice and racism that 
enslav ing another person 
would entail today.
Furthermore, we shouldn’t 
assume that our society has 
it right on everything now. 
While I believe having an 
abortion is a morally wrong 
act , I would not say that 
having one makes you an 
evil person. In fact, with the 
greater societal acceptance 
of abortion now than in the 
past, a woman who has one 
in a modern Western society 
is not only less negatively 
perceived by the community 
at large, but is  probably 
less l ikely to feel she has 
done wrong than in a more 
traditional society. Again, 
the morality of the action 
hasn’t changed, only the 
perception (including self-
perception) of it.
How far could act iv ists 
go in their campaign to 
det h rone f ig u res  whose 
beliefs or act ions we now 
disagree with? If you look 
hard enough, you can find 
something objectionable in 
the lives of just about any 
h istor ica l  f ig ure.  A long 
these l ines, my colleague 
at The Daily Gamecock, 
Griffin Hobson, urged me 
in a column to abandon my 
support of “[Republican] 
legislators enabling arrests 
and beatings and killings” 
of t rans people. Current 
Republican legislators have 
not been any less concerned 
w it h t he r ight s  of  t rans 
people than have legislators 
in  t he ent i re  h is tor y of 
p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  p e r h a p s 
1975, when Minneapol is 
became t he f i r st  c it y to 
ban discrimination against 
t ra ns  people .  A nd what 
about gay marriage? Does 
the fact that no countr y 
before the Netherlands in 
2001 lega l ized same-sex 
ma r r iage  mea n t hat  we 
should discredit the legacy 
of all previous generations 
because of their trans- and 
homophobia? I cer ta in ly 
hope not.
Part of the reason this 
has become such an issue is 
that our culture seems to be 
moving away from the idea of 
tolerance as being willing to 
listen to someone even if you 
disagree with them and not 
dismissing them as a source 
of truth just because they 
hold a different position than 
yours. If we embrace the fact 
that people are complex and 
mult ifaceted rather than 
one-dimensionally good or 
bad, we can condemn aspects 
of someone’s belief or actions 
while not letting that unduly 
influence our perception of 
the person as a whole.
But  back to  where  we 
began. We shouldn’t let a 
p o i n t  o f  d i s a g r e e m e nt 
u n j u s t l y  i n f lue nc e  ou r 
perception of a person. With 
regard to historical fi gures, 
t hat  means not t reat ing 
them as if they acted within 
ou r  c u r rent  ideolog ica l 
frameworks but measuring 
them against the standards 
of their own day. In h is 
comments to The State, 
University of Denver law 
professor Thomas Russell, 
an expert on race on college 
campuses, provided a helpful 
way to accomplish this: “A 
person’s actions must rise to a 
level that warrants stripping 
h is  or  her  name f rom a 
bui lding. Rhetor ic a lone 
shouldn’t justify renaming 
a building. Neither should 
simply going along with the 
prevalent culture of the day.”
I n  t r y i ng  to  s t r i ke  a 
balance between honoring 
t he  legac y  of  h i s tor ica l 
figures and being sensitive 
towa rd  people  who  a re 
offended by those figures, 
w e  s h o u l d  a p p l y  t h i s 
rule. Let’s factor into our 
judg ment s  t he d i f ferent 
cultural expectations placed 
on them by their societies 
a nd  toler ate  t hose  who 
were merely carried along 
by the negative elements of 
their culture rather than 
leading the propagation or 
implementat ion of those 
elements.
This letter is a response 
to the column “Don’t let 
Gary Johnson and Jill 
Stein debate” that ran on 
Sept. 15.
I’ll start off by saying 
that I share the view that 
Gary Johnson and Jill Stein 
shouldn’t be allowed to the 
debates. However, I have a 
fundamental disagreement 
about why third part ies 
h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  g a i n 
prominence in the United 
States. In the article, it’s 
stated that the obscurity 
of third parties and their 
candidates is due to the fact 
that the political views of 
the American people can 
be cleanly cut into two 
groups, Republicans and 
Democrats, and therefore 
any need for a third party 
is negated.
A political climate where 
party outsiders are thriving 
and in which an increasing 
nu mb er  o f  vo t e r s  a r e 
registering as independents 
would say otherwise. The 
fa i lure of th ird par t ies 
i sn’t  due to a  nat iona l 
disinterest. It’s due to the 
failure of the United States 
government to secure an 
environment that allows 
political diversity.
The factors that create 
the two-party system are 
too complex to rundown 
in a 300-word editorial. 
In an effort to summarize 
the issue, the American 
duopoly is in part caused 
b y  f i r s t-p a s t- t he -p o s t 
v o t i n g ,  t h e  e l e c t o r a l 
col lege, single-member 
district plurality systems 
and (as brief ly mentioned 
in the article) restrictive 
bal lot access.  A ny vote 
for a third party is a vote 
t a k e n  a w a y  f r o m  t h e 
m a i n  p a r t y  c a nd id at e 
that ident if ies the most 
with the voter’s interest. 
American voters are aware 
of this and are l ikely to 
use this knowledge in the 
polls and voting booths. 
I agree that presidential 
candidates who don’t have 
any chance of w inning 
shouldn’t be allowed onto 
the debate stage. However, 
implying that the two main 
parties have a stranglehold 
on politics because of the 
apathy of the average voter 
ignores the complexit ies 
that create the two party 
system and is an insult to 
the American people.
— Kevin Boyd, second-
year political science 
student
As a business student, 
I’ve always felt that “big 
b u s i n e s s ”  g e t s  a  b a d 
rap in popular cu lture. 
E v i l  C o r p o r a t i o n  X 
i s  a  c o m m o n  c h o i c e 
of  a nt agon is t  i n  sma l l 
independent mov ies  to 
mega summer blockbusters 
alike. Comic book villains 
l ike Lex Luthor portray 
bus i ne s smen a s  shady, 
ethically deficient people 
in organizations that are 
wi l l ing to turn a bl ind 
eye to questionable and in 
some cases blatantly illegal 
activity in order to get want 
they want. Sometimes it’s 
money, other t imes it ’s 
power, but the end result 
is always bad for us. The 
little guy.
N o w  d o n ’ t  g e t  m e 
wrong, I’m not blind to the 
shortcomings of business. 
Capitalism is something 
that is inherently immoral 
in the tradit ional sense. 
It’s an economic system 
that is based on greed. All 
for-profit businesses exist 
in this world to maximize 
prof it .  T hey  cou ld  be 
selling youbags of sugar 
or  stock s  on t he stock 
exchange but the end goal 
is st ill the same: money. 
That’s what business is 
all about. But really, it’s a 
good thing for us. If we the 
consumers have a demand 
for  a  produc t ,  t hen  a 
company will appear to fi ll 
that demand. Then more 
companies will try selling 
it, too, driving down the 
price and helping us in the 
long run.
However, recent events 
have started to reveal some 
of the darker sides to a 
profi t-driven system. Mylan 
recently raised the price 
of EpiPen, its l ifesaving 
allergy drug, to $608 for 
two pens, which is a 548 
percent increase from the 
price of the drug in 2007. 
And this is only a single 
case in a series of price 
hikes in the pharmaceutical 
industry that have caused a 
public outcry. And I can’t 
say I blame them. When 
business goes bad in real 
life, it’s really bad.
— Nick Sembrat, 
fourth-year international 
business student
Andy 
Wilson
Second-
year 
English 
student
Past figures should 
be viewed in context 
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The Richland County Public Library 
commemorated the re-opening of 
its second f loor with Overdue: An 
Evening of Music & Art on Friday 
evening.
The updated second f loor of the 
Richland County Public Library is a 
space specifi cally designed for artists 
and creators. The fl oor now features 
open studios, meet ing spaces, an 
open media lab and a post-production 
lab. The goal is to provide a creative 
outlet for experienced artists, but 
it also targets individuals hoping to 
learn new skills.
Cec i l  Decker is  t he media a r t s 
coordinator at the library and is a part 
of the studio services department.
“What we really are hoping happens 
is that working artists in Columbia 
come and use these spaces to do 
their projects,” Decker said, “and 
we def in itely want to share the 
creative spaces with people learning 
new technologies. The library is all 
about coming in and trying to learn 
something new.”
The library now offers guided classes 
and hands-on learning in subjects such 
as fiber arts, media arts, traditional 
studio arts and woodworking. A comic 
book artistry class is also offered.
Local bands Beach Tiger, A larm 
Drum and Grace Joyner performed 
at the event. Several art installations 
could be found throughout the second 
level.
I nd i v idu a l s  a t  t he  e vent  were 
encouraged to part icipate in the 
dif ferent interact ive art exhibits. 
Scenario Collective hosted a collage 
space, where magazine clips were 
glued to mannequins and other 
surfaces. Another studio space 
featured indiv idual stat ions 
where sand was shaped and 
confi gured to create art. One station 
provided piles of newspapers and 
permanent markers. The objective 
was to redact the articles to tell a new 
story or to create a poem using the 
same words printed on the page.
Guest s  at  t he  event  cou ld a l so 
observe artist-in-residence Marius 
Over the years, 
J ap a ne s e  r o le -
playing games, or 
JRPGs, have made their way into the American 
gaming space with many titles, gaining almost as 
much popularity in America as they did in Japan. 
Many JRPGs have a unique twist on the RPG 
formula that has made for a variety of interesting 
and infl uential games that have become iconic and 
nostalgic to many gamers. Here is a list of a few of 
the essential JRPGs for those who enjoy the genre.
“Chrono Trigger”
“Chrono Trigger” is a 1995 turn-based RPG 
from the developer Square, who is now Square 
Enix. If you look at “Chrono Trigger” for the 
fi rst time in 2016, the gameplay mechanics might 
seem commonplace in the JRPG world, but this 
is likely because the game you are playing was 
inspired by “Chrono Trigger.” The game is a 
turn-based, 2-D game with an iconic gameplay 
system that uses Techs, which are abilities that 
characters can use in conjunction with one another 
for more powerful attacks. The gameplay is highly 
remembered, but many fans also have a great deal 
of love and nostalgia for the game’s story and 
characters. “Chrono Trigger” features a wide 
cast of characters that includes everything from a 
talking frog to a princess who wields a crossbow 
and a story that is as charming as it is epic. “Chrono 
Trigger” combines a fun and charming story with 
interesting gameplay mechanics to make a classic 
that many look to as one of their all-time favorite 
games.
“Final Fantasy VII”
When “Final Fantasy VII” came out in 1997, 
it took the gaming world by storm. While its 
visuals might seem dated by today’s standards, it 
was the fi rst “Final Fantasy” game to feature 3-D 
models and was a giant leap forward for the gaming 
industry. “Final Fantasy VII” follows Cloud Strife, 
a skilled soldier with a mysterious past hired by a 
rebel group called AVALANCHE which is trying 
to fight against the control of a highly corrupt 
and oppressive corporation called Shinra, who 
effectively controls the large industrial city of 
Midgar. “Final Fantasy VII” is a turn-based JRPG 
like the other games in the series; however, this 
game introduced the Materia System, which allows 
players to add and combine the powers and abilities 
of each of the nine playable characters, giving them 
a level of customization that hadn’t been present in 
the series before. With its memorable characters, 
unique gameplay, iconic music and much more, 
“Final Fantasy VII” is a piece of gaming history 
that everyone should experience.
“Tales of Xillia” / “Tales of Xillia 2”
The “Tales” series has been bringing JRPG 
fans a unique brand of gameplay and storytelling 
for years, and with each game comes a redesigned 
gameplay structure. Almost every “Tales” fan has 
his or her own game that really resonated with 
them, and while every game is special in its own 
way, the two “Tales of Xillia” games bring the 
series into modern times in a way that every JRPG 
fan should experience. The “Tales of Xillia” games 
take place in the fi ctional worlds of Rieze Maxia and 
Jenna Schiferl
@TDG_ARTS
Jenna Schiferl / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The ‘Overdue’ event that kicked off the new second fl oor of the Richland County Public Library featured interactive art activities.
Darby Hallman
@DARBYHALLMAN1
Richland Library opens new floor, 
celebrates with live music, art
Courtesy of Square Enix
“Final Fantasy VII” was released in 1997 on the 
PlayStation.
Jenna Schiferl / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In addition to live music, attendees were able to observe paintings being created live.
4 essential Japanese role-playing games
SEEGAMESPAGE7
GREEKPAGE1
SEERICHLANDPAGE7
Leland McElveen / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
N o  m e a l  i s  c o m p l e t e 
w it hout desser t ,  and t he 
chefs at the Greek Festival 
made sure no one would leave 
without at least glancing at 
something sweet. There were 
over 20 dessert and pastry 
opt ions such as  bak lava , 
cheesecake, cannol is and 
diples — a donut-like batter 
fried and dipped in honey 
syrup and sprink led with 
chopped walnuts.
“The baklava ice cream was 
the best thing I tried,” third-
year exercise science student 
Debbie Williams said. “It was 
vanilla ice cream with baklava 
on top of it and a cherry.”
T h e  G r e e k  f e s t i v a l 
wa s  u n ique  i n  not  on ly 
showcasing Greek cuisine but 
also presenting exhibits that 
shared facts on Greek history.
The main cultural exhibit 
played video presentations 
hourly, along with discussions 
about Greek history, culture 
and modern Greece.
Trad it iona l  mu s ic  wa s 
played u nder one of  t he 
tents along with Greek folk 
dancers dressed in authentic, 
handmade costumes.
Williams was one of the 
g uest s  who ate her mea l 
while enjoying the traditional 
music.
“It was really neat,” she 
said. “As you sat there and 
ate, you had that going on, so 
it was a neat experience.”
W it h  a b o u t  32  s h o p s 
showcased at the fest ival, 
there were a large variety of 
souvenirs for guests. Jewelry, 
art and ceramics were but a 
few of the items for sale.
If you missed out on the 
Greek Festival this year, don’t 
worry. The festival has been 
around for 30 years and will 
continue to come back.
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Elympios that are full of 
dangerous monsters, shady 
corporat ions, beaut iful 
l a n d s c a p e s ,  m a g i c a l 
power s  a nd  adva nced 
technology. In the games, 
t he  player  cont rol s  a 
diverse cast of characters, 
each with his or her own 
quirks, personality traits, 
witty banter and charming 
dialogue that help the 
player get to know them. 
In these games, the player 
is taken into a separate 
screen during battle where 
they use various moves 
to cut down, shoot or use 
magical attacks on their 
enemies. The signature 
element that makes the 
“Tales of Xillia” mechanics 
unique is the ability to 
link together characters 
and per form powerf u l 
at t ack s  depend i ng on 
w h i c h  c o m b i n a t i o n 
of  charac ters  i s  u sed. 
“Tales of Xillia” and the 
signifi cantly darker “Tales 
of Xillia 2” offer JRPG 
fans a surprisingly deep 
story with fun and creative 
gameplay mechanics — a 
duo of games that the 
modern JRPG fan should 
check out.
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TDGValdes create art pieces that will be displayed in the future teen center in the library. Valdes is 
a professor of graphic 
design at the University 
of South Carolina. He 
will have off ice hours 
and will also host public 
programs at the library.
C h a n d n i  A m i n ,  a 
f i r st-year journa l ism 
s t udent ,  s t at ed  t h at 
what she enjoyed most 
about the event was the 
atmosphere. “I’ve been 
coming here since I was 
a kid,” Amin said. “It’s 
such an old soul, and 
now it has a new skin.”
All students enrolled at 
the University of South 
Carolina are eligible to 
receive a f ree l ibrar y 
card,  which prov ides 
access to all of the free 
services offered on the 
second fl oor.
RICHLANDPAGE6
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EMPLOYMENT
Runner
Downtown Law Firm is 
seeking a part-time runner 
to start immediately.  Must 
have reliable transportation 
and proof of insurance.  
Duties include, but are not 
limited to post oﬃ  ce runs, 
mail distribution, light clerical 
assistance, telephone 
reception assistance, common 
area upkeep, document 
pickup and delivery to other 
law ﬁ rms, courthouses, etc.
Please mail your resume with 
your available hours and a 
copy of your fall schedule to 
HR PO BOX 1390 COLUMBIA 
SC 29202
EMPLOYMENT
PART-TIME SERVER
THE VILLA RESTAURANT 
IS LOOKING FOR PART-
TIME SERVERS. WE ARE 
LOCATED 12-15 MINUTES 
FROM CAMPUS. WE HAVE 
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES AND 
NO LATE NIGHTS, WE CLOSE 
AT 9:30 M-THURS AND 10:30 
ON FRI & SAT. CLOSED ON 
SUNDAYS. 2-3 NIGHTS A 
WEEK AND SOME LUNCHES 
AVAILABLE. WILLING TO 
WORK AROUND GAMEDAY 
SCHEDULES. PLEASE APPLY 
IN PERSON @ 1704 BUSH 
RIVER RD BETWEEN THE 
HOURS OF 2 AND 4 MON-
FRI OR CALL TO SCHEDULE 
ANOTHER APPOINTMENT 
TIME. (803)798-6360 ASK 
FOR J.R. OR JOHN.
Email THEVILLA1704@
YAHOO.COM
EMPLOYMENT
Preschool assistants and 
substitutes
Eastminster Day School 
@ 3200 Trenholm Road, 
Columbia, is now accepting 
applications for part-time 
teachers & substitutes-
mornings and afternoons.  
Interested applicants, please 
call 771-1512
Email eds@eastminsterpres.
org
SERVICES
KJS Tutoring Services
Call today to schedule your 
“A!”
Veriﬁ ed, qualiﬁ ed tutors
www.kjstutoringservice.com
kjstutoringservices@gmail.
com
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reserved Parking Spaces 
$380 per Semester
Near South Tower at Pickens 
and Blossom. 799-3452
Email info@ifmusa.org 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Kennel Tech
Looking for hardworking 
dependable part time help. 
Must be able to work  some 
weekdays, weekends, and 
holidays. Apply in person with 
resume.
 Dog Daze 1241 Veterans 
Road
695.0091
Email dogdazellc@bellsouth.
net
OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150 (803) 317 
9060
ACROSS
1 Steady look
5 Uneducated guess
9 Knife and fork
separator, in a
place setting
14 Black cat, to some
15 Like a guru
16 Long-eared
hoppers
17 Hand Vac maker
19 Haloed
messenger
20 Nocturnal
annoyance
21 Once in a while
23 Until now
25 Road groove
26 Bermuda hrs.
29 Special
“Jeopardy!”
square
36 Stir-fried
hodgepodge
38 Ad-lib comedy
style
39 Hailed vehicle
40 Cavity ﬁ ller’s
letters, or, said
another way, a
hint to 17-, 29-,
49- and 65-Across
42 Comedian Cook
43 “The Real Slim
Shady” rapper
46 Big name in gloves
49 A&E reality series
featuring the
Robertson family
51 Arid
52 Past-tense verb
that sounds like a
number
53 EMT technique
55 Squirrel’s discard
60 Continental bank
notes
64 Hauled to the
hoosegow
65 Computer
component
67 Speak one’s mind
68 Good earth
69 Peak
70 Moisten, as a lawn
71 Tolkien tree
creatures
72 Ash Wednesdayto-
Easter time
DOWN
1 Zeus and Apollo
2 Idi of Uganda
3 None
4 Way in
5 Nor. neighbor
6 DVR pioneer
7 “Not a chance!”
8 Steeple section
with a ringer
9 “The __ of the
Opera”
10 Touch down
11 Jason’s ship
12 New driver, often
13 Immigrant’s subj.
18 Closing
documents
22 German
automaker
24 Cross-shaped
Greek letter
26 Played a part (in)
27 SeaWorld orca
28 Poisonous, as
waste
30 Mil. roadside
hazard
31 Winona’s
“Beetlejuice” role
32 Prom hairstyle
33 Mark with an
iron
34 Introvert
35 “__ Breath You
Take”: Police hit
37 Internal color of a
medium steak
41 Puncture sound
44 1970s Mary Tyler
Moore co-star
45 Folk story
47 Non-prescription:
Abbr.
48 Used a keyboard
50 Tattoo tool
54 Not urban
55 California wine
valley
56 Textbook chapter
57 Fork prong
58 Big cat
59 Test for a future
atty.
61 Like a red tomato
62 Cookie cooker
63 Modern
message
between trysters,
perhaps
64 Spreadsheet
feature
66 Metric distances:
Abbr.
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Aries
Take action for love. It 
could even get profi table 
over the next two days. 
Romance, passion and 
beaut y are recurr ing 
themes. Connect ions 
have what you need. Use 
your charm.
Taurus 
Conditions are changing 
in your favor. You’re 
especially hot today and 
tomorrow. Others give 
you a boost toward your 
goal. Check your course, 
then full speed ahead.
Gemini 
Sort, f ile and organize 
today and tomorrow. 
Clean your desk. Clear 
space  for  up com i ng 
p r o j e c t s .  P e a c e f u l 
surroundings relax and 
soothe. Consider the 
philosophical and ethical 
consequences of your 
plans.
Cancer 
You have more friends 
than you realized. Parties, 
gatherings and meetings 
p r o v i d e  s o l u t i o n s . 
Teamwork gets the job 
done. Eff iciency saves 
money. Share resources. 
Ask for more and get it.
Leo 
Good news comes from 
far away. A professional 
opportunity is ripening. 
P l a n  a n  a d v e nt u r e . 
Kindle passions and gain 
support for your project. 
Jump on a lucky break.
Virgo 
Cont inue business or 
educational exploration. 
Classes, seminars and 
con ference s  prov ide 
va luable connect ions 
and information. Make 
a decision you’ve been 
a v o i d i n g .  A  q u i c k 
r e s p o n s e  m a y  b e 
required.
Libra 
Get practical with joint 
f inances. Avoid f lash 
without substance. Go 
for solid investments. 
Draw up your fantasies. 
You and anot her are 
b onded  by  a  sh a red 
dream.
Scorpio 
Work together today. 
You can’t do it al l on 
y o u r  o w n .  A s k  f o r 
support when you need 
it ,  and of fer it  when 
you can. Learn f rom 
someone you love.
Sagittarius 
To really serve others, 
ser ve yourself  f i rst . 
Put the oxygen mask 
on before giving it to 
another. Support your 
own health to improve 
performance for others.
Capricorn 
R e l a x  a n d  c h o o s e 
family. Lounge around 
at  home a nd cr u ise 
your favorite haunts. 
Play with your team. 
Get coaching from an 
expert friend. Let folks 
hear your appreciation 
and admiration.
Aquarius 
Make an investment 
in your own comfort. 
Clean messes and get 
into domestic projects. 
Conser ve resources 
and stick to your home 
base.  I nv ite  f r iends 
over to your place.
Pisces 
Speak up. Hone and 
ref ine your message, 
and then deliver it far 
and wide. Don’t give up 
on your vision. Study 
the angles. Put your 
talent to work.
